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Administration
His Eminence, Metropolitan Archbishop William C. Skurla DD
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh

Bishop Artur Bubnevych
Ruling Bishop of the Holy Protection of Mary Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Phoenix

Pastor: Very Reverend Father Vasyl Mutka
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10am-4pm (Please Call before coming to the office)
Phone: (907) 277-6731
E-mail: pastorstnicholas@yahoo.com
Www.ak-byz-cath.org

WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY
Whether you're searching for a new church home or just visiting, we're glad you're
with us today. If you are looking for God, have a prayer request, looking for more
information about the Eastern Catholic Church, would like to join our parish, or
would like to speak with Fr. Vasyl, he will be happy to talk to you. Please join us for
our coffee hour in the Parish hall following the Divine Liturgy. We want to get to know you!
God bless you!




Schedule of Services
JULY 5—]JULY 12 2026

Sunday, July 5—Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, and our venerable father Athanasius of
Mt. Athos
9:15-9:45 am Confessions
9:40 am 3rd Hour
10:00 am Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

Monday, July 6

9:00 am Morning Prayer
Tuesday, July 7
No service
Wednesday, July 8
6:30 pm Divine Liturgy
Thursday, July 9
No service
Friday, July 10
9:00 am Morning Prayer

Saturday, July 11
4:15-4:45 pm Confessions
4:35 pm Prayer Rule of the Theotokos (Byzantine Rosary)
5:00 pm Vespers/Divine Liturgy

Sunday, July 12—Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-9:45 am Confessions
9:40 am 3rd Hour
10:00 am Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

4:00 pm Divine Liturgy in Wasilla

“Don't let sin separate us from Christ. When we believe that He loves us and we love Him, we don't
feel strangers and distanced from Him even when we sin. We have secured His love and however we
behave we know that He loves us."

Elder St. Porphyrios



Please remember in vour pravers:

For health and salvation: Fr. Chris Zugger, Fr. Joseph Wargacki, Fr. Robert, Veronica Frazier, David
Bich, Max, Aniela, Ken Wake, Molly Buggy., Kim Bryan, Shawn, Anna Gage, Oceana Grabianowski,
Anthony Heller, Solanche Stone, Basil, Dorothy Savok, Spruce Lynch, Truman Beer, Natalie, John

Michalski, Phyllis Shepherd, Sherry, Bruce Heller, Gayle Veker

For repose of the departed: +Bishop Gerald N Dino, +Fr. Michael Artim, +Fr. Eric, +Christine Vincent,
+Corine Hurst, +Ruth Langley Ayers, +Denise, +Ed, +Sandra, +William Florez

Please pray also for all our benefactors, friends, neighbors and anyone we may have forgotten. Please let Fr.
Vasyl know if you would like to add new names to the prayer list and also notify him about any sick and/or hos-

pitalized parishioners and family members.

Peter's Pence Collection: This week our parish will once
again participate in the annual Peter’s Pence Collection. a
worldwide expression of support for the Holy Father in
his charitable mission and pastoral service to the Univer-
sal Church.

The Peter’s Pence Collection is a concrete way for the
faithful to assist the Pope in responding to those most in
need—victims of war, natural disasters, poverty, and oth-
er urgent situations throughout the world. It also helps
sustain works of evangelization and charity carried out in
his name across the globe.

As members of the Body of Christ, our contribution—
whether large or small—becomes part of the Church’s
universal care and witness of mercy. We are invited to
give prayerfully and generously, united with Catholies
throughout the world in support of the Holy Father’s min-
istry.

The collection will be taken up again this week during the
Divine Liturgy. Thank you for your continued faith. gen-
erosity, and love for the Church.

Parish picnic: This year's parish picnic will be held on
August 2nd after Divine Liturgy at Balto Seppala Park
3360 Wisconsin St, Anchorage, AK 99517. Please mark
your calendar.

Parish Council Meeting: All members of the Parish
Council are reminded that a meeting will be held on
Thursday, July 9. 2026 at 7:00 PM. Please make every
effort to attend as we will discuss important parish mat-
ters and upcoming events. Your participation and input
are greatly appreciated.

Dear Parishioners: We warmly invite you to share the
joy of our Divine Services with those around you. Please
encourage your friends, neighbors, family members, for-
mer parishioners, and visitors to join us in prayer and
worship.

All are welcome—Roman Catholics, Orthodox Chris-
tians, Protestants, and those of other or no religious back-
ground—anyone who is seeking a deeper relationship
with God and cares about the salvation of their soul.

Our parish is a place where hearts are turned toward
Christ and where those searching for a spiritual home may

find peace, hope, and renewal. We would be grateful to
welcome all who are seeking God and desire to grow in
faith. Come and see, and invite others to come with you.

Sunday Coffee Hour: Every Sunday we gather for a joy-
ful potluck coffee hour following the Divine Services. We
kindly invite everyone to bring their favorite food to share
with one another. Your generosity and open-heartedness
help make this time of fellowship warm and welcoming
for all.

Thank you for your continued participation and kindness.
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ANSWERING GOD’S CALL: “Son, be of good cheer!
Your sins are forgiven!” The faith of the friends of the
paralytic brought healing and forgiveness. All of us can
do the same in our own lives. Priests, deacons, monks and
nuns are especially called to do this in the Church for the
life of the world. If this may be something God is calling
you or someone you know to consider, contact the Office
at 602-861-9778 or email: vocations@ephx.org

ANSWERING GOD’S CALL:

Ewv eﬂjone in the parish is invited to pray for and encour-
age others within the Church that they

_ might respond generously to God's call
" in their lives. God relies on generous
men and women to minister among us as
priests, deacons, monks, and nuns. The
Church needs people like you to pray for
and encourage them. Sign up today to
have the Pilgrim Vocation Icon “The
Call of the Disciples” in your home for one week. You
will be greatly blessed. Please sign up on the sheet that is
posted in the parish hall on the table.

Prayer for Vocations

O Lord Jesus Christ, Great High Priest and Good Shep-
herd of Your holy Church, You called the holy Apostles
to leave all things and follow You. and through them You
have never ceased to raise up faithful servants for the
ministry of Your Holy Gospel.

Look with mercy upon Your Church and send forth labor-
ers into Your harvest. Inspire the hearts of faithful men to
answer Your divine call with courage, humility, and
steadfast faith. Grant to those whom You have chosen the
grace to become holy priests after Your own heart, faith-
ful deacons who serve with purity and love, and devoted
monks and nuns who, through prayer, obedience, and self
-denial, become living witnesses of Your heavenly King-
dom.

Strengthen those who are discerning their vocation. Re-
move from them every fear, doubt. and temptation. Fill
them with the joy of serving You and Your holy people,
that they may proclaim Your truth without compromise,
celebrate the Holy Mysteries with reverence, and shep-
herd Your flock with wisdom and compassion.

Bless our families, that they may nurture faith and gladly
offer their sons and daughters for Your sacred service.
Bless our parishes and monasteries, that they may become
fertile ground where vocations are born. nourished, and
brought to maturity through prayer, repentance, and love.
Preserve all bishops, priests, deacons, monks, and nuns in
holiness, granting them purity of heart, perseverance in
every trial, and an unfailing zeal for the salvation of souls.
May their lives shine as examples of faithfulness, inspir-
ing others to answer Your saving call.

For You are the Giver of every good and perfect gift, and
to You we offer glory, together with Your eternal Father
and Your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and

ever, and forever.
Amen.

Reflections on the present Scriptures: In today's Gospel
(Matthew 9:1-8), our Lord Jesus Christ reveals not only
His power to heal the body, but also His divine authority
to forgive sins. The paralytic is carried to Christ by those
who love him. Seeing their faith, the Lord first addresses
the deeper wound: "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiv-
en."

To the eyes of the world, physical healing seems the
greatest miracle. Yet Christ teaches us that reconciliation
with God is an even greater gift. Bodily illness belongs to
this passing life, but sin separates us from the Source of
Life Himself. Before restoring the man's strength, the
Savior restores his communion with God. In doing so, He
reminds us that the healing of the soul is the foundation of
every true healing.

The scribes accuse Christ of blasphemy because they
know that only God can forgive sins. They fail to recog-
nize that the One standing before them is the incarnate
Son of God. Knowing their thoughts, Christ asks, "Which
is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise
and walk'?" To demonstrate that His invisible forgiveness
is real. He performs the visible miracle of healing. The
paralytic immediately rises, takes up his bed, and returns
home, glorifying God through his obedience.

The holy fathers often see in the paralytic an image of
every human soul weakened by the burden of sin. We
cannot heal ourselves. Like the paralytic, we need others
to carry us to Christ. The prayers of our family, the inter-
cessions of the Church, the encouragement of faithful
friends, and the guidance of our spiritual father all help
bring us before the Physician of our souls and bodies.
This Gospel also reminds us of the mystery of the Holy
Mystery of Repentance (Confession). Christ entrusted His
authority to forgive sins to His Apostles and their succes-
sors, saying, "Whose sins you forgive are forgiven

them" (John 20:23). Whenever we sincerely confess our
sins with humility and repentance, it is Christ Himself
who forgives us and raises us from the paralysis of sin.
The priest is not the source of forgiveness but the servant
and witness of the mercy of God.

Finally. we are invited to imitate those who carried the
paralytic. Every Christian is called to bear the burdens of
others through prayer, compassion, forgiveness, and acts
of mercy. We bring people to Christ not only by our
words, but by the example of a life transformed by His
grace.

May we never neglect the healing of our souls while seek-
ing the health of our bodies. Let us approach Christ with
taith, humility, and repentance, trusting that He still says
to each of us: "Take heart, child; your sins are forgiven."
Then, strengthened by His mercy, may we rise from the
paralysis of sin, walk in the newness of life, and glorify
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.



Our Venerable Father Athanasius of Mount Athos

On July 5, the Holy Church commemorates QOur Venera-
ble Father Athanasius of Mount Athos, the great founder of
cenobitic monasticism on the Holy Mountain. His life
stands as a radiant witness that the path to true freedom is
found not in the pursuit of earthly glory, but in complete
surrender to the will of God.

Saint Athanasius was born in Trebizond during the early
tenth century. Orphaned as a child, he was raised by a pious
woman whose example nurtured within him a deep love for
Christ. Gifted with exceptional intelligence. he traveled to
Constantinople, where he excelled in learning and became
a respected teacher. Yet his heart remained unsatisfied by
worldly success. He understood that no earthly honor could
compare with the treasure of knowing Christ.

Leaving behind a promising career, Athanasius em-
braced the monastic life under the guidance of the venera-
ble Michael Maleinos. There he learned that the true theo-
logian is not merely one who speaks about God, but one
who prays, repents, and acquires the grace of the Holy Spir-
it. Through fasting. vigils, obedience, and unceasing prayer,
he sought to purify his heart so that it might become a
dwelling place for God.

Desiring greater solitude, Saint Athanasius withdrew to
the Holy Mountain of Athos, where he lived as a hermit.
His humility, wisdom, and holiness soon attracted many
disciples who desired to imitate his way of life. Although
he longed for silence and hiddenness. he accepted this re-
sponsibility as God's calling.

With the support of the Emperor Nicephorus Phocas, he
founded the Great Lavra in the year 963, establishing the
first great cenobitic monastery on Mount Athos. His rule
united prayer, obedience, manual labor, and fraternal love
into a harmonious life dedicated entirely to Christ. The
Great Lavra became the foundation upon which the flour-
ishing monastic tradition of the Holy Mountain was built.

Saint Athanasius understood that monasticism is not an
escape from the world but a witness to the Kingdom of
God. The monk renounces earthly possessions so that his
heart may be filled with heavenly riches. Through continual
repentance and prayer, the monk becomes a living reminder
that every Christian is called to seek first the Kingdom of
God.

The saint himself embodied the virtues he taught. He
was humble despite his fame, merciful toward the poor,
patient with those under his guidance, and unwavering in
his obedience to God's will. He never sought greatness, yet
God glorified him as one of the greatest fathers of eastern
monasticism.

Around the year 1000, while overseeing the construction
of a church at the Great Lavra, Samt Athanasius was buried
beneath its collapsing dome along with several brethren. He
surrendered his soul to the Lord while laboring for the glo-

"The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree,
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon." (Psalin 91:12)

ry of God's house, sealing his
life of faithful service with a
peaceful repose.

The legacy of Saint Atha-
nasius continues to shape
eastern monasticism to this
day. For more than a thousand
years, the monasteries of the
Holy Mountain have remained
beacons of prayer. preserving
the apostolic and patristic
tradition of the our Church.
Countless saints have been
formed by the way of life
established through his labors.

Although few Christians
are called to the monastic life,
every believer is called to the
same struggle for holiness. :
Saint Athanasius teaches us that prayer must become the
breath of the soul, humility the foundation of every virtue,
obedience the path to freedom, and repentance the begin-
ning of every spiritual renewal. Whether we live in a mon-
astery, in our homes, or in the midst of the world, Christ
calls each of us to become living temples of the Holy Spirit.

As we honor Our Venerable Father Athanasius of
Mount Athos, let us ask his intercessions that we may per-
severe in prayer. remain steadfast in the true faith, and seek
above all things the Kingdom of God.

-

Our church will be open for veneration on Sunday, July 5th.
Share this information with your friends, neighbors, and acquaintarnces.

B

St Maria Gorenti is the patron saint of youth, teenagers, purity, chastity. and forgiveness.
She is also recognized as the patron saint for victims of rape and sexual assault.

SCHEDULE
9:15-9:45 am Confessions
9:40 am 3rd Hour
10:00 am Divine Litu
Veneration of the First class relic of St &a}’nw Maria Goretti
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Great news for those donating online
Now you can use our new online giving tool to tithe online using your credit card or bank account information.

You can also do a one-time donation or set up weekly donations! You will receive a receipt and statement imme-
diately after donating. The software takes a very small percentage of the donation. but its worth it for the ease of
the system. You can donate at:

https: ﬂ{lonmhox org/support-st-nicholas-and-help-us-grow

Tithes & Attendance:
Thank you for vour support and love for our Parish.

June 28 June 21

Tithes: $918.00 Tithes: §1,054.00
Youth tithe: $29.00 Youth tithe: $20.00
Attendance: 42 Candles: $377.00

Food sales: $27.67

Also, feel freet di ' regul
$0, IeelIree to send 1 your regular Attendance: 58

tithe check by mail to:
2200 Arctic Blvd,
Anchorage, AK 99503.
It is very important that we continue to give a percentage of what Our Lord has given us, and continue to
support the structure and ministry of the parish. Thank you!

Fred Meyver Rewards: St. Nicholas of Myra participates in the community rewards program with Fred Meyer stores
which gives a percentage of purchases by those signed up with the program to

St. Nicholas. It does not cost anything for customers. Fred Meyer pays out each quarter and
will send a check if it's above a certain amount.

It won't cost parishioners and friends of St. Nicholas anything to participate. The steps to par-
ticipate are:

1)Set up a Fred Meyer Rewards account if you don't have one or sign up at one of the stores.
2)Set up an online account.

3)Log into the account and search for Community Rewards.

4)Search for Saint Nicholas of Myra Byzantine Catholic Church or our account number QD147 and select as the
charity to receive the funds.

5)Shop at Fred Meyer as you normally would and the St. Nicholas account will automatically be credited. Thank you!

/mmmumt rewards =3

PASTORAL MINISTRY AND SACRAMENTS:

SACRAMENT of CONFESSIONS: on Sundays and Holy Days: 30 min. before Divine Liturgy and other days, by
appointment.

HOLY COMMUNION: for the sick, by appointment, anytime.

BAPTISMS - by appointment.

MARRIAGES - by appointment, at least 6 months in advance.

FUNERALS - by appointment.

ANOINTING of the sick, hospital visits - by appointment, anytime

Safe Environment:

The Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions, and programs, is committed to assuring a Safe Environment in
ministry for its children and vulnerable adults that conforms to the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People. For additional information regarding the eparchial Safe Environment Program or to report any

concerns, please contact:
Subdeacon Paul Kilroy, Safe Environm ent Program Coordinator
Cell: (480) 745-0316 -- Office: (602) 861-9778 ext. 204 -- Email: sbdenkilroy@ephx.org - or -
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Deacon Michael Hanafin
Cell: (480) 307-5182 -- Email: vac@ephx.org




NGCU

A member-owned, not-for-profit life insurance and an-
nuity provider dedicated to helping members achieve

long-term financial goals, while strengthening their

communities through our culture of giving and serving with purpose. GCU is ex-

tremely active in supporting Byzantine Catholic Parishes & Eparchies. Currently,

GCU partners with your parish to annually provide: $500 in social event funds, a
$1,000 donation and $2,500 matching funds opportunity. Please consider GCU

for your life insurance and annuity products—there are many additional bene-

fits to GCU membership! Visit us at www.GCUusa.com. Want a more personal

experience? Please email or call us:

bulletin@GCUusa.com

855.207.4499

079PB0426(1)

ﬂ!ey Marwveled and Glorified God

Do you see how He is shown to be Creator of
both souls and bodies? He heals the paraly-
sis in both soul and body. The healing of the
soul is made evident through the healing of
the body, even while the body still remains a
creature crawling on the ground. The crowds
were slow to recognize who He was: “When
the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they
glorified God, who had given such authority
to humans.” ... He proceeded by His daily ac-
tions to arouse them and lift up their thinking.
It would have been no small thing for Him to
be thought greater than all others, as having
come from God. If they had established this
adequately in their own minds, they would
have known in due order that He was indeed
the Son of God.

But they did not grasp these things clearly. Be-
cause of this they did not come close to recog-
nizing who He was. For again they were say-
ing, “This man is not from God! How can this
man be from God?” Their minds churned over
these statements continuously. Which thing
many now also do; and thinking to avenge
God, fulfill their own passions, when they
ought to go about all with moderation. For
even the God of all, having power to launch
His thunderbolt against them that blaspheme
Him, makes the sun to rise, and sends forth the
showers, and affords them all other things in
abundance; whom we ought to imitate, and so
to entreat, advise, admonish, with meekness,
not angry, not making ourselves wild beasts.

St. John Chrysostom
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