SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY

Icon of Theophany — January 6th




Administration
His Eminence, Metropolitan Archbishop William C. Skurla DD
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh

Bishop Artur Bubnevych
Ruling Bishop of the Holy Protection of Mary Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Phoenix

Pastor: Very Reverend Father Vasyl Mutka
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10am-4pm (Please Call before coming to the office)
Phone: (907) 277-6731
E-mail: pastorstnicholas@yahoo.com
Www.ak-byz-cath.org

WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY
Whether you're searching for a new church home or just visiting, we're glad you're
with us today. If you are looking for God, have a prayer request, looking for more
information about the Eastern Catholic Church, would like to join our parish, or
would like to speak with Fr. Vasyl, he will be happy to talk to you. Please join us for
our coffee hour in the Parish hall following the Divine Liturgy. We want to get to know you!
God bless you!




Schedule of Services
JANUARY 4—]JANUARY 11, 2026

CHRIST IS BAPTIZED! IN THE JORDAN!
CHRISTOS KHRESHCHAYETSYA! VO YORDANI!

Sunday, January 4—Sunday before Theophany

9:15-9:45 am Confessions

9:40 am 3rd Hour

10:00 am Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

Monday, January 5—Vigil of Theophany
9:30 am Royal Hours
Tuesday, January 6—THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
6:30 pm Divine Liturgy
Great Blessing of Water
(Mirovanie after Divine Liturgy)

Wednesday, January 7—SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY FORERUNNER, PROPHET AND BAPTIST JOHN

6:30 pm Divine Liturgy
Thursday, January 8

No service
Friday, January 9

9:30 am Morning Prayer

Saturday, January 10
4:15-4:45 pm Confessions
4:35 pm Prayer Rule of the Theotokos (Byzantine Rosary)
5:00 pm Vespers/Divine Liturgy

Sunday, January 11—Sunday after Theophany; Venerable Father Theodosius

9:15-9:45 am Confessions

9:40 am 3rd Hour

10:00 am Divine Liturgy For parishioners, founders, donors, decorators of our St.
Nicholas Parish & Wasilla Mission and for their relatives

Divine Liturgy in Wasilla is canceled

The man of pure heart believes in the Church, admires her spiritual system. discovers God in the Mysteria. in
the heights of the theology, in the light of the Divine revelations, i the truths of the teachings, in the com-
mandments of the Law, in the achievements of the Saints, in the very good deed, n every perfect gift, and in
general in the whole of the creation.

St Nectarios of Aegina



Please remember in vour pravers:

For health and salvation: Fr. Chris Zugger, Fr. Joseph Wargacki, Fr. Robert, Veronica Frazier, David
2%,/ Bich. . Ed, Dennis, Max, Aniela, Ken Wake, Molly Buggy, Kim Bryan, Shawn, Anna Gage. Oceana

4 Grabianowski, Anthony Heller, Solanche Stone, Dorothy Savok, Spruce Lynch, Truman Beer, Natalie,
Basil, John Michalski

For repose of the departed: +Bishop Gerald N Dino, +Fr. Michael Artim, +Fr. Eric, +Christine Vincent,
+Corine Hurst, +Ruth Langley Ayers, +Denise, +Ed

Please pray also for all our benefactors, friends, neighbors and anyone we may have forgotten. Please let Fr.
Vasyl know if you would like to add new names to the prayer list and also notify him about any sick and/or hos-
pitalized parishioners and family members.

Next Sunday, January 11, the Divine Liturgy in Wasilla General Parish Meeting: On Sunday, January 18, 2026,
1s canceled. after the Divine Liturgy and light refreshments, a meet-
ing of the parishioners of St. Nicholas Parish will be held
in the parish hall. All parishioners of our parish are high-
ly encouraged to participate in this meeting.

Strict Abstinence: There's a fast on the Eve of The-
ophany (January 5th) primarily in Eastern Christianity to
spiritually prepare for the Theophany (Epiphany) feast,
marking Jesus' manifestation; it's a strict fast (no meat, Catholic Community Services: Please continue to
oil, dairy) of intense anticipation, purification, and re- bring non-perishable foods to the parish hall for
joicing for the Coming One, reflecting ancient customs  distribution to those in need through Catholic Commu-
of fasting before major feasts and preparing for the great nity Services. Thank you.

blessings and Holy Water. =

Blessings of Hom es 2026: In our tradition, '
there is a custom of pastoral visits to parishion- : ‘"r‘lﬁ‘ e
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have your house blessed, please use the signup
sheet in the hall to indicate the date and the time v :
Ukrafjian Benefit Holiday Concert

for your home blessing.

2026 Offering Envelopes: The New Year of ? : ]1 X ( v ; &
God 2026 is approaching. For those of you who ; " (71 rr1’ b
would like to receive a box of offering enve- C a-nifaty ;
lopes for the entire 2026, please see Sherry or g . '
Fr. Vasyl. We have boxes of offering envelopes 1-' OO;‘?”I
from previous years, but they can be used. 4

On Saturday, January 17th 2026, St. Joseph St. Nicholas G,f Myra Byzantne
Maronite Church in Phoenix (just west of ' Catholic Church 4
Scottsdale) has invited our Ruthenian Church to ! 2200 Arctic Blvd, Anchorage, AK
celebrate a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy com-
memorating St. Sharbel and the 10th Anniver-
sary of the miraculous healing of a woman
healed of blindness. A large relic of St. Sharbel
is being brought from Lebanon for veneration.
The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy will be at

11:00 a.m. All are welcome to come and partic-
ipate in the Divine Liturgy, commemorate St. !
Sharbel and venerate his relic. St. Sharbel pray (Qstap

2 P »
for us! !.Jtahiv tjtakhiw
Parish Council Meeting: will be held on ationdl Ariet of taine

Thursday, January 15, 2026 at 7:00 pm. ) )
Tickets $35. Children 12 and younger free.



ANSWERING GOD’S CALL: “He will baptize you in
the Holy Spirit.” Answering God’s call for your life is
the way for us to genuinely respond to our baptism. Are
you thinking about whether you may be called to ordina-
tion, consecrated or monastic life? Contact the Voca-
tions Office at 602-861-9778 or

email: vocations(@ephx.org

Vocation Icon:

- Everyone in the parish is invited to
| pray for and encourage others
within the Church that they might
| respond generously to God's call
| in their lives. God relies on gener-
ous men and women to minister
among us as priests, deacons,
monks, and nuns. The Church
needs people like you to pray for
and encourage them. Sign up today to have the Pilgrim
Vocation Icon “The Call of the Disciples™ in your home
for one week. You will be greatly blessed. Please sign
up on the sheet that is posted in the parish hall on the
table.

Prayer for Vocations

Lord our God, older than all creation, you have made us
in your image and likeness.

You have given us the gift of the Holy Spirit through
your servants who proclaim the good news of your
Church all that is necessary for our sanctification.

We humbly beg you, do not leave your people deprived
of spiritual gifts, but grant us an abundance of vocations
to your holy priesthood, the diaconate and consecrated
life, and to lives dedicated to your service.

Open the hearts of men and women to hear your words,
“Come, follow me!”

Indeed, do not leave us orphans, but be with us through
your Holy Spirit, who is present everywhere and fills all
things, and who raises up mere mortals to divine service
by the mystery of his grace.

Truly you will never forget your promise to be

with us always, until the end of the world, but forgive us
if we have, in our weakness, failed to follow you as we
should.

For you alone are holy now and ever and forever. Amen

Prayer on the Feast Holy Theophany
Ineffable is Your love towards us, and boundless is the
sea of Your goodwill, O Lord our God; for it was pleas-
g to You for Your Only-begotten Son te be born of a
chaste woman, and to become man; and to be like to us
in all things, save sin: and to be baptized as a man for
our sake by John, though needing no baptism: so that, in
sanctifying the element of water, He might grant us re-
birth by water and the Spirit.

And in these things discerning You to be God eternal,

we worship You, Who hast from the heavens proclaimed
Him that was baptized to be Your Son. We glorify Your
Holy Spirit, Who descended upon Him and revealed
Him to John: for You hast sealed us, and endowed us
with the grace of Baptism; You hast made us communi-
cants of Your Christ: of Whom deprive not us sinners,
but by His Grace support us against every force of evil;
and strengthen us christians against every assault, and
lead us all to Your Kingdom: that in us may be glorified
Your all-holy Name, and that of Your Only-begotten
Son, together with the most Holy Spirit, now and ever,
and forever. Amen.
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The Baptism of the Lord

St. Jolm of Kronstadt
Today the entire Eastern Church universal celebrates the
festive remembrance and glorification of the Baptism of
the Lord Jesus Christ by John the Baptist in the River
Jordan. The holy Evangelist reports that when the Lord
came to the Jordan to be baptized, John attempted to
restrain Him, saying: "I must needs be baptized of Thee,
and dost Thou. then, come to me?"
Would not we say the like, knowing Who this is Who
has come: Lord, what doth it signify, this extreme humil-
ity of Thine, that Thou, the Lord Who is without sin,
comest to be baptized of a man, even if he be one who is
righteous through Thine own grace and righteousness?
What is there to wash away in Thee, Who art more pure
than the sun; or to enlighten in Thee, the Sun of Right-
eousness?—DBut is it for us sinful and short-sighted ones,
deprived of far-sightedness, to gainsay the Lord Himself,
Who created all tthings and Who wisely does much that
is beyond word and reason?
All the words spoken by the L ord Jesus Christ. and all
His actions, bear within themselves the seal of the su-
preme wisdom and righteousness of God, so incompre-
hensible to the proud scholars of this age, who dare to
equate the Very Lord of Glory Himself to ordinary men.
and who interpret His words in accordance with the un-
derstanding of their perverted and lost minds;—and we
must humbly bow ourselves down before Him with per-
fect trust and with profound reflection, beseeching the
gift of unnderstanding from God.
Hence, the aforesaid words of the Lord to John that he
baptize Him silently, and without gainsaying Him.—and
the very act of baptism at John's hand—likewise bear
upon themselves the seal of the most-supreme wisdom,
goodness, and righteousness of God.

Continued on Page 6



Continued firom Page 5

Let it be, for now, says the Lord, for thus doth it behoove
us to fulfill all righteousness; i.e., it is for this reason that 1
came to earth and became man, while abiding ever as God,
the Lord says, as it were—in order to fulfill all Divine
righteousness, which was so brazenly trampled down in
paradise by the first-created humans and, later—the further
one penetrates into the depths of time and of the genera-
tions of man—even more audaciously, more wickedly,
more evilly, more profanely, was trampled down by all
mankind, with the exception of a few chosen ones.
I come to take upon Myself all

the iniquities and impurities of

humanity, without being defiled

by them, in order to make pay-
ment for them, thereby satisfy-
ing the justice of My Father in
heaven, and to offer Myself as a
redemptive Sacrifice, in orderto
immerse them all in the waters
of the Jordan. ;
I, of Myself, as the sinless God- |
man, desire to wash away all
human iniquities and to give to
My Church a cleansing bath of
eternal life in baptism by water
and the Spirit;

I Myself, having fulfilled all
righteousness. desire to teach
people Divine righteousness,
giving them the power and the
grace to fulfill it.

That is the significance of the
Lord's words to John: "Let it be,
for now. for thus doth it be-
hoowve us to fulfill all righteousness."

Generally speaking, in the course of reading or hearing the
Lord's words, or His gospel concerning His acts, we must
not let it slip from our purview that He is the Lamb of God,
Who taketh upon Himself the sins of all the world, and the
Redeemer of the human race; the High Priest after the Or-
der of Melchisedec, Who offered Himself as a Sacrifice of
reconciliation to His Father in Heaven, on behalf of us sin-
ners—that He is the Righteous Judge of all, the Physician
of all those languishing in sin, and the Warrior Who has
gone out to eengage in spiritual single-combat that spiritual
Goliath—the devil—who, with supreme artifice, cunning
and perseverance, did subjugate, and continues to subju-
gate, the entire human race by means of innumerable pas-
sions and vileness of all sorts, and whom the Lord, through
divinely-wise, righteous forethought, has vanquished com-
pletely, delivering mankind from his [the devil's] power.
Thus was the Lord also baptized in the River Jordan, in
order to subdue our destroyer, the devil, in the waters
wherein he had his haunt, and to leave the waters such, that
we, in being baptized therein through triple immersion in
the Name of the Holy Trinity, might be abundantly washed
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clean of the filth of the ancestral sin, and that we might be
born again into a new life, through water and the Holy Spir-
it, and might become adopted [sons and daughters] of the
Father in Heaven, by living a holy life.

The circumstances of the very Nativity of the God-man
likewise bear the seal of the most-profound wisdom and
righteousness of God. He was born of a poor Virgin, Most-
pure. and was placed in a manger. wrapt in swaddling-
cloths, like an infant, in order that through His humility He
might make restitution for the pride of Adam and Eve, who
aspired to be gods. in order to convict and mortify human
pride, and to teach men humility,
which is the foundation of all vir-
tue.
All that the Lord spake and did on
earth, He did in accordance with
the pre-eternal, most-wise, and all-
good Counsel of the Trinity, which
transpired before all ages, all of
-~ which was necessary for the salva-
tion, perfection and blessedness of
mankind; and, if any rejected, and
continues to reject, His command-
Il ments, counsels, statutes, and that
§  Church which He founded on
Il earth, the same was, and is, the

\ enemy of God and of himself, hav-
g thus rejected the Divine Coun-
| sel concerning himself.
S Baptism was ordained by God in

£ the Church for the salvation of the
' human race.—and it is necessary
for every believer as a door into
the Kingdom of God.—and who-
soever rejected or rejects it, the
samee sweeps away his salvation, his own eternal well-
being. In this manner did the Lord speak of the Pharisees
and the Seribes, who were undesirous of being baptized by
John; that they were thus spurning the Counsel of God,
concerning themselves, in not being baptized by him.
Beloved brothers and sisters! We all have been found wor-
thy of holy Baptism in our infancy, through the faith of our
parents and our sponsors; we were cleansed of the ancestral
sin and were reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, and—
became the adopted children of the Father in Heaven.

The doors of the Kingdom of Heaven stand open to us.
Let us, then, with all our hearts, always esteem the Divine
gift and our calling as sons and daughters of God by grace,
—withdrawing far from all sin. and let us, in our thoughts,
desires, and actions, strive for the Kingdom of Heaven, that
inccorruptible, unfading inheritance, prepared for us in the
heavens.
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Great news for those donating online

Now you can use our new online giving tool to tithe online using your credit card or bank account infor-
mation. You can also do a one-time donation or set up weekly donations! You will receive a receipt and
statement immediately after donating. The software takes a very small percentage of the donation, but its
worth it for the ease of the system. You can donate at:
https://donorbox.org/support-st-nicholas-and-help-us-grow

Tithes & Attendance:

December 21 December 28
Tithes: $2,555.00 Tithes: $829.00
Bake sale: $1,690.00 Attendance: 59

Attendance: 58

Thank vou for yvour support and love for our Parish.

Also, feel free to send in your regular tithe check by mail to:

2200 Arctic Blvd,

Anchorage, AK 99503.

It is very important that we continue to give a percentage of what Our Lord has given us, and continue to
support the structure and ministry of the parish. Thank you!

Fl‘ed Meyer Rewards: St. Nicholas of Myra participates in the community rewards program with Fred
Meyer stores which gives a
/ percentage of purchases by those signed up with the program to
commumty rewards E= St. Nicholas. It does not cost anything for customers. Fred Meyer pays out

e 1 each quarter and will send a check if it's above a certain amount.

It won't cost parishioners and friends of St. Nicholas anything to participate.

The steps to participate are:

1)Set up a Fred Meyer Rewards account if you don't have one or sign up at one

of the stores.

2)Set up an online account.

3)Log into the account and search for Community Rewards.

4)Search for Saint Nicholas of Myra Byzantine Catholic Church or our account number QD147 and
select as the charity to receive the funds.

5)Shop at Fred Meyer as you normally would and the St. Nicholas account will automatically be credited.
Thank you!

Support Your business Support Your business
While You While You
Support Our Church Support Our Church

ADVERTISE HERE ADVERTISE HERE




PASTORAL MINISTRY AND SACRAMENTS:

SACRAMENT of CONFESSIONS: on Sundays and Holy Days: 30 min. before Divine Liturgy and other days, by
appointment.

HOLY COMMUNION: for the sick, by appointment, anytime.

BAPTISMS - by appointment.

MARRIAGES - by appointment, at least 6 months in advance.

FUNERALS - by appointment.

ANOINTING of the sick, hospital visits - by appointment, anytime

Safe Environment:
The Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions, and programs, is committed to assuring a Safe Environment in
ministry tor its children and vulnerable adults that contorms to the USCCB Charter tor the Protection of Chil-
dren and Young People. For additional information regarding the eparchial Sate Environment Program or to re-

port any concerns, please contact:

Subdeacon Paul Kilroy, Safe Environment Program Coordinator
Cell: (480) 745-0316 - Office: (602) 861-9778 ext. 204 -- Email: sbdenkilroy@ephx.org -

o1 -

Victim Assistance Coordinator, Deacon Michael Hanafin
Cell: (480) 307-5182 ~ Email: vac@ephx.org

The Christ

Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in
the Jordan River, we again encounter and repre-
sent the truth of the Lord’s incarnation and His
manifestation as the Christ. Jesus’Baptism is in
fact His definitive manifestation as the Messiah
or Christ to Israel, and as the Son of the Father
to the entire world. Here we find the dimension
of the Epiphany which was His manifestation
to all nations. The Father’s voice from heaven
shows that Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son
and the descent of the Holy Spirit in the form
of a dove shows the Trinitarian nature of the
Christian God. The true and unique God, Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, shows Himself in
Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him.

‘The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great
Christmas theme of “Christification”, Jesus of
Nazareth's spiritual anointing, His presentation

as the Anointed One par excellence, the Mes-
siah or the One sent by the Father for the salva-
tion of mankind. The Spirit that descended on
Jesus shows and seals in an incontrovertible way
the “Christification” of Jesus’ humanity that the
Word had already fulfilled from the first mo-
ment of His miraculous conception by Mary.
Jesus, from the very beginning, was always the
Lord’s Christ, He was always God. Yet, His
one, true humanity, that which is perfect in ev-
ery way, as the Gospel records, constantly grew
in natural and supernatural perfection. “And Je-
sus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favor
with God and with men” (Lk2:52). In Israel at
30 years of age, one reached full maturity and
therefore could become a master. Jesus came of
age and the Spirit, descending and remaining
on Him, definitively consecrated His whole be-
ing as the Christ.
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KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

BISON HUNT RAFFLE

2018 Winners Brittany Brown & Cassie Rogers of North Pole, Alaska

PRIZE DESCRIPTION
Guided hunt on “Kodiak Game Ranch”. Kodiak Island
Guaranteed 2 (0 4-year-old bull (Head, meat, and hide)
Up to three days’ meals and lodging with ground transportation during hunt
No hunting license required (private ranch)
Travel to and from Kodiak is not included.
Hunt scheduling to be arranged by winner (Optimum period is September through January)
OR
» $3,500 CASH

> Drawingis 10 AM, May 10, 2026, at St. Ann’s Hall, Co-Cathedral of Nativity of BVM

in Juneau
» One drawing for each 1300 Tickets Sold!
> Ticket Price $20.00 - Tickets are transferable - Need not be present to win.
» The proceeds benefit Knights of Columbus charitable works in Alaska.
» Alaska Permit # 1631 - Winners posted at www.alaskakofcstate.com.
>
> Winners of 2025 Raffle were John Samuelson of Saint Paul MN, Tom Reupke of Columbia SC,
Alex Zerbinos of Soldotna AK, Tim F inley of Eagle River, AK, and David Garcia of Ketchikan AK.
All chose the hunt.
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